
 

 How to evaluate 
research sources 

Click one of the links below or scroll through the document for questions to ask when 
evaluating articles, books, and websites: 
-How to evaluate articles and journals 
-How to evaluate books and book 
chapters 

-How to evaluate websites 



    
  

  
 

    
    

    
 

   
  

  

    

  

    
  

     

   

  
 

     

   

   
  

 
  

   

    

  
 

    

   

    
 
 

    
  

  
 

Where was the book or chapter 
published? Was it published by a

scholarly publisher, like the
University of Oxford Press, or a

commercial publisher? Books don't 
typically have a "peer reviewed" label
like journals, so make sure to check
with your instructor or assignment 

guidelines about the types of 
sources acceptable for your 

assignment.

  HOW TO 

 EVALUATE 

 ARTICLES 

 AND 

 JOURNALS
Ask yourself ñ key questions 

WHAT? 
What is the subject of the article? 

Is it relevant to your research topic? 

Does it add to the information you've 

already found or provide a new 
perspective? 

WHY? 

What is the purpose of the article? 

Is it presenting research, making an 

argument, or giving an opinion? 

WHERE? 

Which journal published the article? 

Is the journal published by a 

scholarly organization or academic 
publisher? 

Where was the research conducted? 
Would research in another country 

or region be relevant to your 
research topic? 

WHEN? 

When was the article published? 

Is it recent enough for your research 

needs? 

WHO? 

Who wrote the article? 
What credentials do they have? 

Who is on the editorial board for the 

journal? 
What credentials do they have? 

HOW? 

How have the authors conducted 
their research or made their 

arguments? 

Do they describe their research 

methods and cite appropriate 

sources? 

ASK A LIBRARIAN 

http://library.northeastern.edu/ask 

http://library.northeastern.edu/







